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The Nuts and Bolts of Battery Tax Credits

Let's cut to the chase--can you get tax credits for home battery storage? The short answer is yes,
but (and there's always a "but") it depends on how you play the game. Since 2022, the Inflation
Reduction Act has changed the rules in ways most homeowners haven't fully grasped yet.

Take Sarah from Austin--she installed Highjoule's H-Cell 10kW system last month. "I thought I'd
just get 30% off," she told us, "but then my neighbor mentioned something about stacking state
credits." That's exactly why we're having this conversation today.

Federal Incentives: Y our 30% Starting Point
The federal Investment Tax Credit (ITC) currently offers:

30% credit for systems installed 2022-2032
No upper limit on claim amount
Credits transferable to subsequent homeowners

But here's the kicker--your home battery storage must meet two criteria: 3kWh minimum capacity
and exclusive use for solar energy storage. Highjoule's modular systems actually exceed this with
5kWh base units that can stack up to 20kWh.

State Incentives: The Hidden Jackpot

While the federal program gets all the attention, state-level incentives could double your savings.
California’s SGIP program, for instance, offers up to $200/kWh for battery storage in fire-risk
areas. But wait, there's a catch--these programs often run out of funding faster than you can say
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"tax season."

"Weve seen clients combine federal and state credits to cover 60% of system costs,”" says
Highjoule's lead energy consultant Mark Taggart. "But timing is everything--you need to
coordinate installation dates with program windows."

Navigating the Paperwork Maze
Claiming your tax credits for battery storage isn't exactly like filing a 1040-EZ. You'll need:

Manufacturer's certification statement (we provide this automatically with every H-Cell
installation)
Proof of installation date
System specification sheets

We recently helped a family in Colorado navigate an audit by providing timestamped
commissioning reports from our cloud monitoring platform--something most competitors don't
offer. That's the Highjoule advantage in action.

Where Do We Go From Here?

With battery prices dropping 15% year-over-year and tax credits for home batteries locked in until
2032, we're seeing a perfect storm for adoption. But don't sleep on this-the IRS is aready
tightening documentation requirements, and some state programs are getting pickier about "non-
essential” installations.

Highjoul€'s new Battery Credit Calculator (launched last month) helps homeowners:
Estimate combined federal/state savings

Auto-generate IRS Form 5695 drafts
Track local incentive expiration dates

Just last week, we pushed a firmware update allowing systems to automatically generate tax
documentation--a game-changer for forgetful folks like me who still haven't filed their 2020
extension.
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The Bigger Picture: Beyond Tax Season

While credits are fantastic, they're just one piece of the puzzle. Paring your battery with
Highjoule's Smart Grid Optimizer could actually turn your storage system into a revenue generator
through utility demand-response programs. Now that's what | call adulting responsibly.
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